Guidelines for

Requesting Prayers and Financial Help
1. Sample Letters & Direction for financial giving

We have enclosed four sample letters for you to use for mailing out prayer and financial requests.  There is also a Contribution form (4 part page) that is to be cut apart and included with each letter.  You might even wish to include a self-address stamped envelope for them to send the money back to you.

2. Why send letters? Taking the time to send out a letter is the most personal way to ask directly for help from people that you don’t see all the time or who don’t live near you.
3. Who should I send letters to?  Friends, Family, Neighbors, employer.  Think outside the church.
4. Remember to personalize these sample letters or write your own.

5. Internet and social media are a great source for getting the word out as well.

6.  You can always direct them to the CoopersvilleUMC.org website for complete information and links so they can read more about ASP.
Digital copy of the letters can be found on our website CoopersvilleUMC.org.  

SAMPLE LETTER #1.

Dear ______________,
God has opened the door for me to go on a short-term mission trip through the Appalachia Service Project (ASP) to Jonesville, VA with Coopersville United Methodist Church on July 30 – August 6.  During the trip, the team will participate in home repair for low-income families, as well as a limited amount of free home construction. The primary goal of ASP is making homes "warmer, safer, and drier". 

Your help is needed!  This is a team project, and you are needed on the team.  First we need your prayers for the spiritual battles ahead.  Second, your help is needed to cover part of the cost for this trip.  

The total cost for our team of 15 people (youth and adults) is $8,250.00.  Please consider investing $50 or $100 in this project, but any amount will help us reach our goal!  Much of this amount is due by March 1st.  

If you would like to help, please send your donation to Coopersville United Methodist Church, 105 68th Ave. N, Coopersville, MI 49404.  By IRS regulation, your gift to this mission trip may be tax deductible.  In order to receive contribution credit for your gift, include a separate note designating the gift for the mission trip and include “ASP Mission Team”.  Again, your check should be made payable to “Coopersville United Methodist Church” and the check memo line should be left blank.  Any notation in the check memo will result in no contribution credit for the gift.  All gifts are non-refundable. 

You are very important to me and I appreciate you prayerfully considering being a part of this team. I would also appreciate your prayers for the community we will be visiting, for the families we will be serving, and for our team as we prepare to serve and love others.
Sincerely,


[Your Name]

SAMPLE LETTER #2.

Dear ___________________,

I am writing to share with you the fantastic opportunity that the Lord has provided for me. I have chosen to serve on a short-term mission team with other Coopersville United Methodist Church team members!

When: July 30, 2016 – August 6, 2016
Where: Jonesville, VA
Cost: $8,250.00.  This covers travel, food, and materials for our entire team of 15 people (youth and        adults). Much of this amount is due by March 1st.  
Purpose:  The first and foremost reason for going is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with the people. During the week the team will participate in home repair for low-income families, as well as a limited amount of free home construction. The primary goal of Appalachia Service Project (ASP) is making homes "warmer, safer, and drier". 

Prayer Needs: 1)  God will open the hearts of the people.

2)  Team Unity.

3)  I will be open to what God wants to teach me.

I am so excited about this trip! Will you please consider sharing this opportunity with me as the Lord leads you to pray and/or give?  Financial support is essential to my going on this trip, but of equal or greater importance is your commitment to pray!

If you would like to be involved financially, please make your check payable to Coopersville United Methodist Church.  To be eligible for tax credit, please do not write anything in the memo line of the check and mail your check to the church at 105 68th Ave. N, Coopersville, MI  49404.  Remember that all gifts are non-refundable.  

In Christ,

(Your Name)

SAMPLE LETTER #3.

Dear _____________________,

Please take the following multiple choice test to learn what is happening with me this Summer 2016.
1)
I will:

a)
Quit my job and sell suntan lotion in Hawaii.

b)
Go to Jonesville, VA on a mission trip July 30–August 6 through Appalachia Service Project (ASP).
c)
Do nothing.


Answer: b 

2)
While there, I will:

a)
Leap tall buildings in a single bound.

b)
Pick bananas.

c)
Work with other Coopersville United Methodist Church team members repairing homes for low-income families, seeking to make homes "warmer, safer, and drier". 


Answer: c


3)
The cost for the entire team of 15 people (youth and adults) for our trip is:

a)
Nothing.

b)
$8,250.00
c)
$45,000.00

d)
$2,050.00

Answer: b

4)
Would you consider:

a)
Helping me iron my clothes before I go?
b)
Joining me as a prayer partner?
c)
Joining me as a financial partner?
d)
All of the above.

Answer: d 

5)
To make a financial contribution:

a)
Make check payable to Coopersville United Methodist Church (leave memo line blank)
b)
In a separate note, designate that your funds go to support the “ASP Mission Trip”
c)
Mail to Coopersville United Methodist church @ 105 68th Ave. N, Coopersville, MI 49404
d)
All of the above (Note:  Most of my money is due by March 1 and all gifts are non-refundable.)

Answer: d.

Thank You & God Bless,

(Your Name)
Sample Letter #4
Dear _______________,

I never write you letters.

That’s a weird way to open a mission trip letter. My youth pastor gave me a form letter to follow, but that felt even weirder. The truth is that I don’t write anyone letters and if I opened up this letter by pretending this is just the latest in a long chain of correspondence we’ve kept up over these many years, that would feel as fake as when people run out of things to say and ask you questions like, “hot enough for you?” Wow, that was a really atrocious run on sentence, but I’m excited about this trip and I’m not going to let sentence structure stand in my way.

If I were you, I would probably be thinking, “_______ is going on a mission trip?” That’s a completely fair thought. I keep asking myself that too. I’m not the first person people think of when it comes to feeding the hungry/helping the poor/working on a coconut farm. Plus, I’m so busy, between school and work and life, it’s just not a good time to go on a mission trip. But I’m not sure if there is ever a “good time” to go on a mission trip. I could probably come up with a list of reasons why I shouldn’t go, but I keep coming back to the one reason I should – God loves people.

I’ve been trying to live that. I’ve been trying to see my whole life as a mission field, not just this trip. And it’s been cool to see the way God is using this new approach to affect everything I do. But now, it’s time to take the things I’ve learned to a new longitude and latitude.

I’m going to Jonesville, VA, for 8 days this summer (July 30-Aug 6), with the Coopersville United Methodist Church ALIVE Youth Group, through ASP (the Appalachia Service Project). Going wasn’t a hard decision. When it comes down to it, Jesus laid out a pretty simple religion for us, didn’t He? Love God, love others, and love ourselves. Nope, deciding to go was easy. Paying for it, though, is a challenge.

To be honest with you, I just don’t have my share of the $8,250 for our whole team of 15 youth and adults just lying about the house. So, instead of selling my plasma 87 times, I decided to send letters to people I don’t usually write and ask for something I don’t usually ask for: money. I’d love if you could financially support me on this mission trip. A little, a lot, any would be great. And if you want to know more about the trip, please let me know and we can talk.

The one thing on the form letter I got from church that I agreed with was the request for prayer. If you could pray about the trip, that would be great. As much as God loves mission trips, other people don’t. There will be a whole host of obstacles that pop up and entangle themselves around our ankles as we prepare to go love the people of Appalachia. And knowing that you are praying would mean a lot to me.

Thanks for reading this rambling letter. You can check out the ALIVE Youth Mission Trip page on our website for more info: CoopersvilleUMC.org. The included form tells you how and where to send your money. And don’t forget to pray for me and my team!

Sincerely, _________


